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As green building and conservation become vastly more 
important, the need has emerged for an authoritative and 
technical guide to the use of earth in building. Earth is an excellent 
material for low-energy building and it often needs to be used in 
the repair and conservation of existing green buildings, yet the 
building industry has little knowledge of the physical and 
behavioural characteristics of earth as a construction material.  
This clear guide outlines the effective use of earth in free-standing 
buildings and in load-bearing walls and also shows how to comply 
to building regulations. It sets out both traditional and modern 
building techniques, how to conserve and repair, and how to 
accurately diagnose the most common faults and defects such as 
dampness.  
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